A PROPITIOUS DISSENSION

burden raise an outcry that may draw the neigh-
bours to your side if necessary. On this point,
however, be discreetly observant, for if the tumult
calls down the official watch it will go evilly with
Heng-cho, but we shall profit little. The greater
likelihood is that as soon as you lift up your voice
the baker will implore you to accompany him back
to his house so that he may make a full and
honourable compensation. This you will do, and
hastening the negotiation as much as is consistent
with a seemly regard for your overwhelming grief,
you will accept not less than five hundred taels
and an undertaking that a suitable funeral will
* be provided."

" 0 thrice-versatile Chou-huT exclaimed Tsae-che,
whose eyes had reflected an ever-increasing sparkle
of admiration as Yan unfolded the details of
his scheme, "how insignificant are the minds of
others compared with yours! Assuredly you have
been drinking at some magic well in this one's
absence, for never before was your inteDect so keen
and lustreful. Let us at once carry your noble
>tratagem into effect, for this person's toes vibrate
to bear her on a project of such remunerative
ingenuity."

Accordingly they descended into the cave beneath
and taking up Chou-hu they again dressed him in
his own robes. In his inner sleeve Yan placed some
parchments of slight importance; he retiirned the
jade bracelet to his wrist and by other signs he
made his identity unmistakable; then lifting him
between them when the night was well advanced
they carried him through unfrequented ways and
left him unperceived within Heng-cho's gate.

"There is yet another precaution which will
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